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“The languages and cultures that students bring are equally 
valued at Valley View Secondary School. Language shapes 
identity and supports the development of literacy”

- Yvette Swaalf, Principal

So Italian and English are practically cousins and by 
learning Italian you will also learn an incredible amount 
about English and make valuable connections with 
additional languages. More benefits include:

- Italian phonetics can be readily understood from the
written word

- Italian is easy to pronounce

- Italian verb tenses correspond quite well with the English
tense system.

Discovering many of the words that English shares with 
Italian will be a very useful way of expanding your 
vocabulary. How many words can you find?

INTERNATIONAL MINDEDNESS AND 

INTERCULTURAL UNDERSTANDING

The teaching and learning of languages supports students 
to develop lifelong skills to thrive in our ever increasing 
interconnected world.

Through the specialised subject discipline of languages, 
students learn to make connections and build deep 
intercultural understanding and international mindedness 
enabling them to be better placed as global citizens.

In addition to the mainstream languages program, students 
at VVSS will partake in innovative and collaborative action 
programs designed to develop these vital capabilities. 

TRANSITION FROM PRIMARY SCHOOL

To support the seamless transition from primary to high 
school, a common learning area has been established with 
one of our feeder schools. 

Commencing in 2021, a single teacher of Italian is delivering 
an interconnected program to both year 7 and 8, creating a 
common point of reference for student learners, curriculum 
connections across the settings and a friendly and familiar 
face as students transition from year 7 into high school.

A further point of connection is the collaborative project 
underway in 2021 between the local primary school and 
Valley View. Through a joint DfE grant, both schools have 
been awarded scholarships for students to partake in an 
international education experience.

Languages & Literacy
Development

Did you know that learning an additional language 
supports the development of literacy?

Equally the knowledge of a home language can support 
the learning of an additional language, just as the study of 
an additional language can support the literacy learning of 
students in their home language.

Multilingual students benefit from language/s and literacy 
learning in schools, as both share and develop a range of 
common, transferable skills, such as vocabulary building, 
comprehension strategies, collaborative learning, abstract 
thinking and problem solving.

ITALIAN PATHWAYS 

Italian is studied as the mainstream language at Valley 
View, as a compulsory subject in years 7 and 8 and as an 
elective subject in year 9 and 10 with a SACE pathway.

Through a Department for Education study tour grant, 
students studying Italian will be eligible to participate in 
the selection process for the fully funded Valley View trip 
to Italy projected for 2024. 

Italian at Valley View is taught through an exuberant and 
contemporary lens thanks to the expertise of native Italian 
speaking teachers. Students will experience broadcasting 
live in Italian at Italian radio stations and will participate in 
a range of exciting opportunities with local Italian 
community right on the school’s doorstep. ‘

SO WHY ITALIAN?

Did you know that approximately 30% of words in 
English language are of Latin origin and that the Italian 
language remains the most closely associated 
with Latin? 
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