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“Our STEM teachers are passionate subject 
experts. Classes are small which enables 
greater opportunity for collaboration, 
one-on-one support and outstanding results.”

- Yvette Swaalf, Principal

Why is STEM
Important? MIDDLE YEARS LEARNING

A focus on developing a depth of understanding 
in Mathematics, Science and Information 
Technology is encouraged in the middle years of 
schooling to support students to be successful in a 
range of STEM related pathways. For example, skills 
in critical thinking and problem solving which 
support the development of independent and 
resilient learners, are integral to the school’s values 
of Valley View and strategically embedded in 
programs of teaching and learning.

Specialist teachers create engaging 
learning experiences that ignite a passion for STEM 
and a desire to pursue new and emerging careers.  
This focus is reinforced through intersecting 
partnerships with current STEM industry experts and 
the support available to students to realise 
futuristic ideas and aspirations through authentic 
life connections.

At Valley View the middle school ethos is one 
which nurtures a collaborative and supportive 
approach to the development of learning programs, 
linking approaches to maths and science in a strategic 
and meaningful way. With expert guidance by a STEM 
leader, student learning is quality assured and young 
inquiring minds are inspired to discover more about 
STEM and potential pathways. 
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STEM learning highlights and explores the concepts 
and important relationships between Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. The 
number of people employed in STEM occupations 
in South Australia continues to rise. Now more than 
ever, we need to equip students with STEM-related 
knowledge, problem-solving, critical and creative 
thinking skills and the ability to work collaboratively to 
solve real world problems.

In preparation for the jobs of the future, students can look 
forward to new and emerging STEM-related careers such 
as Artificial Intelligence, Cyber Security and other 
associated technologies.

STEM AND SPECIALIST SUBJECT OFFERINGS

Students at Valley View have the opportunity to 
develop critical STEM skills and pursue entrepreneurial 
pathways through SACE subjects delivered on site 
including:

• Stage 2 Physics
• Stage 2 Chemistry
• Stage 2 Specialist maths
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